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The Star – Tuesday May 20 2008 

Appeal from the President 

"Citizens from other countries on the African continent and beyond are as human as we are and 

deserve to be treated with dignity. Our humanism as a people enjoins all of us to respect, care, 

co- operate and act in solidarity with others, regardless of their nationality. 

We dehumanise ourselves the moment we start thinking of another person as less human than 

we are simply because they come from another country. 

Humanity is indivisible. As we have seen, what breaks the fabric of respect for others and for 

the law opens the way for further forms of criminality. 

As South Africans, we must recognise and fully appreciate that we are bound together with 

other Africans by history, culture, economics and above all, by destiny. South Africa is not and 

will never be an island separate from the rest of the continent. 

We dare not lose sight of the fundamental reality of our interdependence as the people of 

Africa. 

I call upon those behind these shameful and criminal acts to stop! Nothing can justify it. The 

law enforcement agencies must and will respond with the requisite measures against anyone 

found to be involved in these attacks. 

Furthermore, I would like to thank all members of the public, as well as political and 

community leaders, who have joined calls for the immediate ending of these attacks. In 

particular, I would like to thank those who have lent a helping hand to the victims by, among 

others, offering shelter, clothes and food. They have demonstrated a true South African spirit. 

Let us all work together to make it impossible for the few criminals in our midst to realise their 

inhumane objectives. 

Everything possible will be done to bring the perpetrators to book. 

Already, more than 220 alleged perpetrators have been arrested… 

I am confident that the police will soon make significant breakthroughs in getting to the root of 

this anarchy.” 
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Refer to the resource material and answer the questions that follow. 

1. Discuss two ways in which xenophobia has manifested itself in South Africa.

____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

The causes of the xenophobic attacks 

2. Discuss some of the reasons given for the outbreak of the violence against foreigners.

Scarce resources i.e. housing, jobs, and services such as water, electricity and

sanitation.

2.1 Housing: _________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.2. Jobs: ____________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.3. Service delivery: __________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.4.Zimbabwe crisis: ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.5. Have all townships and informal settlements been affected by the violence? Why do think 

this is so? ____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

3. Mr Mbeki says that Africans are linked to one another by “history, culture, economics

and … destiny.” 

Discuss how we are “linked” with regards to, 

3.1. Cross border trading (economics): _____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

3.2. Imported labour and skills (economics): ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

3.3. Political asylum (history): ___________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

3.4. Culture of Ubuntu: _________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4. Solutions to xenophobia in South Africa

In your opinion what are possible solutions (preventative measures) for the intolerance and 

violence against foreigners. 

4.1 Government 

 4.1.1. Immigration laws, Department of Home affairs: ________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.1.2. Service delivery: _________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 



4.1.3. Safety and security: _______________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.1.4. Border control: __________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.1.5. Policy of “Quiet diplomacy” e.g. Zimbabwe crisis: ______________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.1.6. Education: ______________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.2 Business  

4.2.1. Minimum wage: _________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.2.2. Employment of illegal immigrants: __________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.3Non Governmental Organisations, Church groups: _________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

5. How can you personally promote a culture of non – violence in your school and

community?__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

6. How do celebration days like “Africa Day” contribute to promotion of non violence and

tolerance? ___________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

7. Write your own SMS “feedback to The Star newspaper giving them your point of view

regarding xenophobia. You may send your SMS at a cost of R1. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________  (3) 




